SHALOM TASK FORCE
DOMESTIC ABUSE
RABBINIC SERMON GUIDE
The following compilation of prepared ideas and Torah sources may be utilized
when addressing domestic abuse and supporting victims. Please be aware that
this packet contains Hashem's name and should be treated properly:

Be a Good Samaritan
As seen in the famous Seinfeld finale, Jerry and the gang find themselves watching an
overweight man being mugged. The thief takes his wallet, holds him at gunpoint and
steals his car. Of course, the characters pounce on the opportunity to joke about how
being mugged is actually beneficial for the poor fellow. "Now he has to walk more
instead of driving. Now he cant afford to buy so much food".
But not so fast- The victim relays the story to a nearby police officer who immediately
shouts at the crew, “Hold it right there! You're under arrest!” The officer explains they
have violated article 223-7 of the Latham County Penal Code. Elaine responds, “What?
No, no – we didn’t do anything.” The officer counters, “That’s exactly right. The law
requires you to help or assist anyone in danger as long as its reasonable to do so.”
Kramer chimes in, “Ridiculous, I’ve never heard of that.” The officer then responds
saying “It’s new. It’s called the Good Samaritan Law."
Domestic abuse has and continues to affect every community in the world, and our
Jewish community is no exception. Abuse thrives in silence and it is incumbent upon
each and every one of us in the community to create opportunities for victims to
come forward as well as to proactively respond when a human being is in danger.
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Let's Be Responsible For Each Other
There is no question that if the nation sins as a whole, on a grand scale, like in the case
of the Golden Calf, the entire nation must pay the price. If everyone collectively
participates, everyone should be responsible to face the consequences. We find this
explicitly stated in the Torah:

כ״ח:דברים כ״ט
()כח( הַ֨נִּסְתָּרֹ֔ת לַיהוָ֖ה אֱלֹהֵ֑ינוּ וְהַנִּגְלֹ֞ת לָ֤ׄנׄוּׄ וּׄלְׄבָׄנֵׄ֙יׄנׄוּׄ֙ עַד־עוֹלָ֔ם לַעֲשׂ֕וֹת אֶת־כָּל־דִּבְרֵ֖י הַתּוֹרָ֥ה הַזֹּֽאת׃ )ס
Deuteronomy 29:28
(28) Concealed acts concern the LORD our God; but with overt acts, it is for us and our
children ever to apply all the provisions of this Teaching.
Of course, we are responsible for fixing the problems that concern the entire nation.
But Gemara Sanhedrin makes an important distinction about this pasuk, and
discusses why there are dots over לנו ולבנינו״. ״It appears as if actions done in private,
are not ours, but rather for Hashem to be concerned about reprimanding. But is that
really true? The Gemara explains:
סנהדרין מ״ג ב
 כח( הנסתרות לה' אלהינו והנגלות לנו ולבנינו עד עולם למה נקוד על לנו ולבנינו ועל,דברים כט
עי"ן שבעד מלמד שלא ענש על הנסתרות עד שעברו ישראל את הירדן דברי ר' יהודה
Sanhedrin 43b
The verse states: “The hidden matters belong to the Lord our God, but those matters that
are revealed belong to us and to our children forever [ad olam], that we may do all the
words of this Torah” (Deuteronomy 29:28). Why in a Torah scroll are there dots over each of
the letters in the words “to us and to our children” and over the letter ayin in the word
“forever [ad]”? The dots, which function like erasures that weaken the force of the words,
teach that God did not punish the nation for hidden sins until the Jewish people crossed the
Jordan River. This is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda.
Once we became a true nation after crossing the Yarden, Hashem indeed punished
the entire Klal for not only sins done on a grand scale, but sins done in private as well.
But why should the whole Bnei Yisroel be rebuked for the misdoing of a single
individual? Rashi explains:
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 רש״י סנהדרין מ״ג ב:
 ושמעו וקבלו עליהם ברכות וקללות בהר גריזים והר עיבל ונעשו ערבים זה- עד שעברו את הירדן
( מיד נענשו זה על זה ואפי' לא ידע זה בעבירות שביד חבירו:בזה כדאמרינן במסכת סוטה )דף לז
ובימי עכן כבר עברו את הירדן
Once officially entering Eretz Yisrael as a unit, the requirement of Kol Yisrael Areivim
Zeh Ba'Zeh took effect. Whether privately or publicly, we are each held accountable
for the sins of our people.
Practically, we ALL face the consequences of what goes on behind closed doors in the
community. It can be a friend, a family member, a child. Be aware that as we move
forward as a community, everyone needs to contribute in combating domestic abuse.
Only through de-stigmatizing, supporting victims, and educating our children will we
begin to grow as a whole.

Egla Arufa & Communal Responsibility
In the case of Egla Arufa, the leaders of the community say the following and offer a
korban to receive atonement for the city:
ז׳:דברים כ״א
 וְעָנ֖וּ וְאָמְר֑וּ יָדֵ֗ינוּ לֹ֤א שפכה ]שָֽׁפְכוּ֙[ אֶת־הַדָּ֣ם הַזֶּ֔ה וְעֵינֵ֖ינוּ לֹ֥א רָאֽוּ׃.ז
And they shall make this declaration: “Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes
see it done.
Chizkuni and The Da'at Zekeinim elaborate further:
As a Kri U'Ketiv, despite being written as  שפכהin the Torah, when read from the
Torah it's pronounced as שפכו. According to our sages, a host is responsible to
provide his guest with five amenities: food, drink, accompany him a short distance
when he leaves, provide with a bed for the night if he wishes to stay for the night, and
to give him an ever so minimal gift on his departure. The letter  הwould therefore be
a veiled reference to that law of "5".
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The interpretation of the “Heh” in “Shafchu” equates the average “Ba’al HaBayit” to
the leaders of the city. A person's home is comparable to a city, and a guest that
one welcomes in is comparable to those in need within a large city. Refusing to
bring in a guest, or not giving generous hospitality to one’s guest during the time
that he or she is visiting your home, is viewed as a serious shortcoming.
Thus, while the onus of modeling proper conduct and shaping values is placed on
the leaders of the community, an additional layer of personal internalization of
these values and accountability is placed upon each individual.

HAVING COMPASSION FOR VICTIMS
Yevamot 79a
יבמות ע״ט א
אמר שלשה סימנים יש באומה זו הרחמנים והביישנין וגומלי חסדים
David said: There are three distinguishing marks of this nation, the Jewish people. They
are merciful, they are shamefaced, and they perform acts of kindness.
Rambam Mishneh Torah Issurei Biyah ellaborates; One can question the Jewish
identity of one who does not demonstrate these three character traits. (19:17)
But, is it the absence of all three traits or simply the absence of one that raises the
question of one’s Jewish identity? (12:24) Seemingly, even if one was a gomel
chesed and bayshan but had no mercy, this could question their Jewish identity as
well.
י״א:שמות ב׳
יא( וַיְהִ֣י ׀ בַּיָּמִ֣ים הָהֵ֗ם וַיִּגְדַּ֤ל מֹשֶׁה֙ וַיֵּצֵ֣א אֶל־אֶחָ֔יו וַיַּ֖רְא בְּסִבְלֹתָ֑ם וַיַּרְא֙ אִ֣ישׁ מִצְרִ֔י מַכֶּ֥ה אִישׁ־עִבְרִ֖י
מֵאֶחָֽיו׃
Exodus 2:11
Some time after that, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his kinsfolk and
witnessed their labors. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsmen.
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י״א:רש"י על שמות ב׳
ֶ נָתַן עֵינָיו וְלִבּוֹ לִהְיוֹת מֵצֵר עֲלֵיהם.ב( וירא בסבלתם
He set his eyes and mind to share in their distress
Nechama Leibowitz notes this as one of three times in Moshe's life where he
intervened to save a victim from an oppressor. The first time someone passes a test
proves very little. Perhaps he was prompted by the incentive of recognition and
reward. Only when Moshe's repeated acts of standing up for justice brings no
reward are we convinced of his compassion and unselfishness.
כ״א:שמות כ״ב
כא( כָּל־אַלְמָנָ֥ה וְיָת֖וֹם לֹ֥א תְעַנּֽוּן׃
You shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan.
כ״א:רש"י על שמות כ״ב
 לְפִי, אֶלָּא שֶׁדִּבֶּר הַכָּתוּב בְּהוֹוֶה, הוּא הַדִּין לְכָל אָדָם.א( כל אלמנה ויתום לא תענון
שֶׁהֵם תְּשׁוּשֵׁי כֹחַ וְדָבָר מָצוּי לְעַנּוֹתָם
That is also the law regarding any person, but Scripture is speaking of what usually
happens and therefore mentions these in particular, for they are feeble in defensive
power (they have no one to protect them) and it is a frequent occurrence for people to
afflict them.
Therefore, the Torah encourages even more compassion for someone in a situation
where he or she is vulnerable or a victim.
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